""*Learning and innovation go hand in hand. The arrogance of success is to think that what you did yesterday will be sufficient for tomorrow.*"--William Pollard, ∼1870"

As we approach the end of the 2019 calendar year, we wish all of our readers, authors, and reviewers a healthy and prosperous new year. During 2019, the *Journal of Vascular Surgery*: *Cases and Innovative Techniques* (*JVS-CIT*) has continued to expand and become an even more significant publication for those physicians who manage vascular diseases. It allows innovators to document the development of new devices, and it also allows authors to discuss unusual cases that teach us how to handle complex or rare clinical problems. *JVS-CIT* is an important component of the *Journal of Vascular Surgery* publications, which includes the *Journal of Vascular Surgery* (*JVS*), our arterial disease journal, the *Journal of Vascular Surgery: Venous and Lymphatic Disorders* (*JVS-VL*), our venous and lymphatic disease journal, the *Journal of Vascular Surgery*: *Cases and Innovative Techniques* (*JVS-CIT*)*,* our journal for new techniques and unusual cases, and our newest journal, *JVS Vascular Science* (*JVS-VS*)*,* devoted to basic and translational vascular research.

We believe that each of our journals has value to vascular specialists, although many in our specialty have become subspecialized and will focus their research and reading on only one of these four journals, while many others will find benefit in reading the publications in each journal. In addition to separating our four journals by topic and research interest, a major initiative implemented this year is the division of our single submission and peer review website into separate sites for each journal. The result is that authors may now submit their papers to the journal of their choice, rather than waiting for the editor to assign it at the end of the review process.

Case reports and innovative techniques papers can be submitted for consideration to both *JVS-VL* or *JVS-CIT*.

Other important developments involve the continuing major expansion of our social media program. Our two major clinical journals that publish clinical series, *JVS* and *JVS-VL*, have a short video produced for each issue, introducing four exceptional and impactful articles selected by the editors. These articles are also associated with a "Visual Abstract", a small pictorial representation of the article\'s key message, which is shared widely on Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn. Visual Abstracts allow readers to rapidly determine their interest in reading the full article. There is also a link to the full, free to read article for the first 2 months of publication. The quality of the Visual Abstracts will be enhanced with the beautiful illustrations of renowned emeritus Mayo Clinic artist David Factor.

We are also developing a budding relationship with "Audible Bleeding", a very successful podcast for physicians with an interest in vascular disease. The podcast interviews authors, leaders in the vascular field, and journal editors; we are pleased to be invited to participate, when requested, in discussing some of our best papers. As our social media program grows, we plan to use it to disseminate great case reports and innovative technique papers published in *JVS-CIT*.

Another important initiative is our effort to standardize the peer review process by using templates for new reviewers, available at <https://bit.ly/2YDiqJz>. Templates make sure the same issues are considered when reviewing each paper. The template should also result in more systematic feedback to authors, help revisions, and improve consistency in the review process. This standardization is helpful at a time when there has been a record increase in the number of manuscript submissions to the *Journal of Vascular Surgery Publications*. Time from submission to publication should also continue to decrease, thanks to additional administrative support we received from the Society for Vascular Surgery.

Progress would not have been possible without our excellent editorial staff, Tyler Cosgrove and Carlee Green, Managing Editor Alexandria Sese of *JVS-VL*, and by our stellar Senior Managing Editor of all four journals, Jessica McEwan. For their help, enthusiasm, expertise, and hard work, we are extremely grateful.

In sum, our *Journals* continue to grow in volume and improve in quality. We greatly appreciate the valuable contributions of our expert associate and assistant editors, our superb editorial boards, our excellent reviewers, and all our contributing authors around the world. It takes a team effort to make the advances that have occurred over the past years.
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Peer review plays an essential role in scientific publishing. Peer reviewers validate the credibility of scientific research, they improve the quality of the manuscripts, and they provide valuable input to the editors to make key decisions on the fate of the manuscripts. Peer reviewers unselfishly provide their time and expertise to our *Journal*s, our societies and our publisher. For all their efforts, we are extremely grateful.
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We would like to acknowledge our excellent Associate and Assistant Editors who helped us in 2019 to deal with the increasing number of submissions, without compromising the high quality of the articles published in *JVS*. Drs Thomas L. Forbes and Fred A. Weaver served as Associate Editors for Clinical Studies and made key decisions on hundreds of manuscripts. We are thankful for the expert contributions of our Associate Editor for Basic Science, Dr Alan Dardik, who also starts now in his new role as Editor of *JVS*-*VS*. We are indebted to Dr Keith Calligaro, for his insightful and witty comments and great summaries of the *Vascular Vantage Point: Review and Commentary of Key Non-JVS Publications.* We are thankful to Dr Michael C. Dalsing for his expert help as Assistant Editor of Reviews.

As discussed in our editorial, Dr Paul J. DiMuzio, Editor for Social Media and Press Releases, with the help of newly elected assistant editor Dr Daniel Han, increased our on-line readership tremendously on LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter and with the production of press releases, Visual Abstracts and the *JVS Journal* club.
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We are thankful for the valuable contributions made by our excellent Editorial Board in 2019. In addition to the review and re-review of a large number of original articles, our editorial board members frequently contributed to *JVS* with commentaries and editorials. Members of the Editorial Board performed an average of 15 reviews each year and during 2019, this accounted for 31% of all the reviews performed.

The Editors would like to recognize the significant contributions of those Editorial Board members who, after many years of valuable service, will be retiring from the Board this month. We also would like to welcome the new members of the Editorial Board of *JVS* and *JVS*-*CIT*, who will start their assignments in January of 2020.
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Finally, the Editors thank our statistical reviewers, who performed nearly 150 reviews in 2019.
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